de Le6n and the Basque novelist and philosopher Miguel de Unamuno figure prominently, and a fondness in Spanish historiography for local studies have led to the production of a number of works on Salamanca and its university. None of these has dealt in any detail with the hospital attached to the university, a void which Teresa Santander has sought to fill.
The result is mainly a compilation of archival material relating to the hospital. Santander points out at the beginning of her monograph that her interest in the subject is not primarily that of an historian, but rather derives from her concern with the documents preserved in the University library and archives of Salamanca The next chapter concerns doctor-patient relationships. Based on his examination of various contractual commitments between patients and practitioners, McVaugh claims that Christian practitioners exerted a good deal of authority over their clients, and that the general public expressed widespread confidence in its physicians and surgeons. The final chapter examines the social role of medicine. Here McVaugh claims that the move to appoint municipal physicians and surgeons was one of the indications of an increasing social conviction that medical learning brought with it an authority that could be trusted. Moreover, he argues that the appointment of municipal doctors represented one aspect of the increasing medicalization of social life at this time, a process which included an increased role for the authoritative testimony of learned medical men in disputes in civil and canon law. This leads McVaugh to conclude that society began to define what physicians should be and do well before the practitioners themselves had developed a common understanding of their nature and role.
One has to be impressed with this book as an excellent example of empirical research. It represents a complete mastery of the sources and a skilful handling of an immense amount of data. No inference is ever drawn that cannot be sustained by the evidence, and all the generalizations are of an indisputable nature. There is certainly no grand speculation. Herein lies its great reliability and usefulness. If there is a weakness with the book, it is in its general thesis: McVaugh argues that the assimilation of a rational, learned medicine at all levels of the medical community in the Crown of Aragon was not, as is often assumed, the result of physicians ambitiously pursuing their own ends by seeking to control all aspects of medical practice: instead, he claims that it owed much to a broad public enthusiasm for the learning that medical education seemed to guarantee (pp. 2-3). Here McVaugh is surely right to point out that this process cannot be explained by assuming unquestioningly that physicians aimed instinctively at professional status and the exclusion of others from practice, and that the spontaneous coming together of practitioners in associations needs no further explanation other than a common perception of self-interest (p. 242). McVaugh is less convincing, however, when he claims that this process may be explained by "a lay consciousness", "a general European feeling" (p. 69), "a public perception" (p. 70) and "a growing belief' (p. 71) in the benefits of learned medicine. McVaugh's documents definitely attest to an increasingly broad demand for book-based medicine, but whether inferences from these documents about a "general public enthusiasm for medical learning" (p. 244) really explain the process is another matter. One of the virtues of this book is that attention is paid to the apprenticeship basis of midwifery, which was supplemented with varying rates of compliance by more formal instruction in topics such as anatomy and obstetrics. Also, networks of midwives and clients are analysed showing that repeat bookings were common, as was the concern by lay people to get the best possible midwife, even if of the wrong religion. In the case of the Quaker midwife Frances Kent whom the Anglican Verney family employed to attend to the mad Mary Verney's childbirth, the fatherin-law warned: "if you and your wife resolve upon the Quaker for Midwife, I pray never lett her bee alone with her, for those persons
